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Cover: Volunteer at Becklin Homestead County Park
and Wildlife Management Area September 2010,
photo by Mark Karney.




This page: Rum River restoration site, photo by Richard Bend

Back cover: Minority teens of the Science Areas Teen Network, 2010,
images by Kim Pogue.
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As one of only seven deS|gnated Wild and Scenic Rivers, the Rum River passes
through extensive backwaters, marshes and bottomlands. Small stands of

white and red pine near the river are what remain of vast pine forests that were
cut during logging at the turn of the century. Improving this special river is now
the focus of a partnership between Great River Greening and the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources (DNR), made possible by your support, as well
as federal funds from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.

The work done in this area will center on building relationships with stakeholders
and landowners and elevating oak savanna and woodland restoration on public
lands. Over the years, you have laid the foundation to this work by supporting the
larger Anoka Sandplain Partnership for terrestrial and freshwater conservation.

Jay Krienitz, who leads the Wild and Scenic Rivers at the Minnesota DNR, worked
with Greening to reach out to willing landowners who sold easements along the
Rum River. “Since the overall water quality of the river is good,” he says, “working
with landowners now will prevent degradation over time.”

Partnering with Krienitz is one example of the way your support has helped
Greening expand its partnerships, geography, and types of work. Pictures in this
annual report only begin to show what you have created. | hope you can join us at
an event soon. Thank you for caring about our children’s heritage.

Bob Bieraugel, Board Chair
Aggregate Industries
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Total Assets $ 222,1’36/ Expenses

Total Liabilities $ 51,689 Program Services $ 817,963

Total Net Assets $ 170,767 Management & General 100,501

Fundraising 57,590

$ 976,054
12% -

48%

Funding Sources

Government Contracts & Grants (blue) 460,921

Non-Government Contracts (maroon) 113,673

Foundation Gifts & Grants (yellow) 245,575

26% Individual Gifts (light blue) 50,948

Corporate Gifts (orange) 61,099

In-Kind and Other Revenue (salmon) 29,435

3% 6% 5% $ 961,651

Unrestricted Change in Net Assets $  (14,403)

Note: All amounts are audited results for the year ended December 31,
2010. Individual and Corporate include revenue from a fundraising event.

Temporarily Restricted Change in Net Assets (102,485)

2010 continued a string of difficult years for the local and US economy. We managed our costs very carefully and with our diverse
sources of funding from governments, private foundations, landowners, corporations and individuals, we were able to do our important
work and end the year within 1.5% of breakeven. Our restricted net assets were down primarily due to the timing of grant awards.

Above left: Volunteer at Pilot Knob, Oct. 2010.
Above middle: Mother and son at Pond Dakota, Sept. 2010; photo by Randy Guertin.
Above right: Volunteers at Pilot Knob, Oct. 2010.
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This page: Wetland, Mike Sweet. Above sidebar: Volunteers at
Collinwood and Minnesota riverbluffs, Fall 2010.

Opposite page: Great River Greening geographic areas with example
projects.

In public opinion polls,
Minnesotans consistently rank
protecting water quality as their
top environmental priority. We
hear that from you as well. Some
of the most popular Greening
events involve planting rain
gardens that infiltrate runoff,
stabilize eroding streambanks,
and create pollution buffers
around our lakes. “| care about
our water,” a volunteer once told
us, “because it is the basis of all
life. And everything we do on the
land ends up in the water.”

Approximately 40 % of assessed water bodies have been listed as impaired (vio-
lating state water quality standards). The Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) ex-
pects more than 10,000 total impairments once all waters have been assessed.

Certainly, the issue of water quality is complex. But we as a community of volun-
teers and supporters can do many things in the next five years. Through Green-
ing’s new Campaign for Forests and Freshwater, starting fall 2011, we all have
an opportunity to put Minnesota on the path to clean water.

You can make this campaign succeed just like you made the Million Acorn
Campaign succeed. Help us do what Greening does best: on-the-ground con-
servation work that repairs land that negatively affects our water and restores
wetlands and other habitats that protect water. Join us to make a difference that
will endure!

Campaign for Forests and Freshwaters: Restore a stream of action

Objectives

*  Encourage public participation (especially youth) in conservation
activities on the ground that reduce water pollution.

«  Encourage public and private landowners to prepare and implement
conservation plans with on-the-ground results to reduce water pollution.

* Protect and restore wetlands and other critical habitats that protect water.

Five-year goals

« Affect 10,000 acres in new watershed projects in honor of our 10,000 lakes
* Reduce pollution by 25% in waters affected by these projects

* Engage 5,000 volunteers
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Prairie plug planting at Pilot Knob Hill.
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This page: Million Acorn Challenge at Franconia Bluffs Scientific and
Natural Area, Fall 2010. Above sidebar: Volunteer at the Pond Dakota
Mission Event, September 2010, photo by Randy Guertin; volunteers at
Pilot Knob, October 2010.

Opposite page: Volunteers at the Becklin WMA, September 2010, photos
by Mark Karney. Opposite sidebar: Volunteer at Franconia Bluffs SNA,
Fall 2010
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This year, you encouraged once
again thousand of volunteers to
collect acorns and help restore the
oak habitat in the St. Croix Valley
by planting the collected acorns.
This year volunteers collected over
100,000 acorns within a 25-mile
radius of the Franconia Bluffs
Scientific and Natural Area (SNA)
to ensure the acorns are of local
ecotype. The collecting culminated
in October with 100 volunteers
planting at Franconia Bluffs SNA.

Dawn Wyatt, a volunteer at this year’s Million Acorn Challenge, says she got
involved with the project because “| was searching for ways to get my family
involved in volunteering and this sounded like a fun option. I'm trying to teach
my children that one of the most precious gifts they can give is their time! And,
not all work that is done needs to include a paycheck.”

Dawn seemed to really enjoy participating in the Million Acorn Challenge. “It
was great because we were helping the environment for the future! It wasn’t
about us that day; it was about those in the next generation. Our environmental
future is scary. Despite many efforts that are out there to be conscientious, we
are still a nation of excess.”

Dawn added, “I hope my family is making a difference! We are one family
contributing and if thousands of other families contribute, our difference could
be very noticeable.”
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When you support Great River Greening, each individual project you help
implement adds up to conservation of entire areas throughout the state. The
story of Greening is of making a difference one volunteer, one acre, one tree at
a time. Paula Berger, who has volunteered with Great River Greening before,
took part in the Becklin Homestead County Park and State Wildlife Management
Area (WMA) tree-planting event by planting 2,500 oak seedlings for a major oak
savanna restoration happening at the site. 150-year-old white pines grace the
Becklin WMA, which lies on the state-designated Wild and Scenic Rum River.

Paula was involved with the Becklin
WNMA restoration because her company,
WSP Environmental Strategies, tries to
participate in an environmental service
project every year. She says, “[We] have
volunteered for the past few years with
Great River Greening because they are
well organized and the projects have a
clearly-defined environmental benefit.”

Paula continued, “We are trying to
teach our children, at least my child,
that community service should be a part
of your life.” She also added, “We can
accomplish much more as a group.”

With the help of Great River Greening, Paula feels as though she has been
able to make a difference in her community. She states, “Anything that we do to
improve or support the natural environment provides a benefit to all of us and
makes a difference. The Great River Greening activities definitely make it easy
for ordinary working people, who generally don’t have time to organize work
groups and participate in something bigger.”

restoring the ”/1/114
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This page: Pond Dakota Mission Event, May 2010; photos by Laura
Kaczmarek. This sidebar: Volunteers at the Lost Valley SNA Event, Oct
2010

Opposite page: Restoration site along the St. Croix River, photos by
Richard Bend. Opposite sidebard: Image of cheatgrass.
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For a second year, you are helping to restore
the Pond Dakota Mission Park on one of the
most significant historical sites in the state of
Minnesota. Back in the 1840s, this was the site
of the Oak Grove Mission for the Dakota Indians
within the Minnesota River Valley. The site also
includes one of Minnesota’s oldest houses, the
Gideon and Agnes Pond House.

This past spring, Great River Greening again
worked with volunteers to restore the historic
landscape at Pond Dakota Mission Park. The work
done at the volunteer event will help to improve
the natural area for wildlife habitat, and at the
same time will give future generations a chance to
experience the natural history of the Pond Dakota
site and its importance in American history.

Volunteers planted native oak trees
and prairie grasses while they worked
to remove invasive buckthorn. This
was part of a large effort to restore
this area’s original oak and savanna
woodlands. Josh Vrzal, part of a
corporate group of volunteers coming
from lkon Office Solutions, says he
got involved with the event because
he “wanted to enjoy the experience
of doing something good with others
while helping the environment at the
same time.”

“It's good to give back to the Earth and your community. Giving should be part
of a well-balanced life,” says Josh. While he is not overly optimistic about our
environmental future, he says that through his volunteer work he is proud to do
what he can to help. Josh also adds, “I love the fact that what we did with Great
River Greening impacts our own ‘backyard.”
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“I have always wanted to make my property a showcase for the diversity of
plants, amphibians, reptiles, and trees that | knew as a boy,” says Richard
Bend, who is working with Greening’s ecologists as part of our private lands
work in the St. Croix. Richard Bend'’s property on Lake Edith just west of the
St. Croix River also serves as a destination for field trips from the Natural
History Academy, a school that Bend helped to start, which focuses on
exposing students to natural environments.

Allowing people, especially
children, to experience natural
wildlife is important for Bend. “A
mowed, monoculture lawn is a
poor classroom. Wild savannas,
prairies, and ponds, by contrast,
are full of hidden things to find
and explore.”

“Without concern for our
environment, experience of
how it works, observation of
how we affect it, and curiosity
regarding the consequences of
how we affect it, we will most
certainly damage it in ways that
damage us in the end. We are
partners with nature and part of
nature, whether we notice it or
not. | choose to notice.”

With his work, Bend feels that

he is making a difference for the
natural areas he calls home.
“With the help of Great River
Greening and the US Fish and
Wildlife Service, real change

has been made possible on our
property. Change which affects
not only our land, but the lake it
adjoins and the stream running
for miles out of that lake to the St.
Croix, to the Mississippi, to the
Gulf. The effect of the work done
is greatest at the source, but in
infinitesimal ways, extends a long

way.
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CORPORATE SPONSORS
GREENING CIRCLE $5,000+
Aveda Earth Fund

Concept Group

Delta Airlines

The LEAD Project

Pioneer Press / TwinCities.com
RBC Blue Water

Superior Minerals Company
Xcel Energy

BENEFACTOR $1,000-$4,999
3M Company

Aggregate Industries, Inc.
American Engineering Testing
Anchor Bank

Andersen Corporation

The Awes Agency, Inc.

Bailey Nurseries Foundation
Bituminous Roadways, Inc.
Brookfield Commercial Properties, Inc.
CenterPoint Energy

Dorsey & Whitney LLP

Faegre & Benson LLP

Great River Energy

Lakewinds Natural Foods
Liesch Associates

Lindquist & Vennum PLLP
Short Elliott Hendrickson (SEH)
Stoel Rives LLP

Tiller Corporation

Unilever Corporation

Waste Management

PATRON $500-$999

Bremer Financial Corporation
Dodge Nature Center

PACE Analytical Services, Inc.
Saint Paul Port Authority
Summit Brewing Company

OTHER CORPORATE
CONRIBUTORS

Bloomberg & Podpeskar LLP
Braun Intertec

Felhaber Larson Fenlon & Vogt

HealthEast

Nalco Printing

Kraus-Anderson Construction
Prairie Restorations, Inc.

Saint Paul Riverfront Corporation
Seven Hills Benefit Partners

Ten Thousand Villages

Ultra Creative, Inc.

EMPLOYER MATCH

Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Xcel Energy Foundation
Thomson Reuters

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTORS
American Security, LLC
Bailey Nurseries, Inc
Brueggers Bagel Bakery
Capstone Publishers
Coughlan Companies
Dragonfly Gardens

Esch Construction Supply
Gentian Farms

Jade Orchid

Landscape Alternatives
Lorenz Bus Service

Mike’s Tree Service
Mississippi Market Co-op
MN Transportation Museum
Northwest Area Foundation
Out Back Nursery, Inc.
Prairie Moon Nursery
Prairie Restorations, Inc.
Starbucks

Subway

Tinucci’s Deli

The Toro Foundation

Twin Cities Green

Ultimate Events

Versa-Lok

Wauollet Bakery

FOUNDATIONS
$10,000 +
3M Foundation

Allianz Foundation for North America

The McKnight Foundation
The Pentair Foundation

Xcel Energy Foundation
Vinaya Foundation

$2,500 - $9,999

Anderson Corporate Foundation
Athwin Foundation

The Gordon & Margaret Bailey Foundation
Best Buy Children’s Foundation
Buuck Family Foundation
Hardenbergh Foundation

The Nash Foundation

Norcross Wildlife Foundation, Inc.
SEBA Foundation

The Toro Foundation

Unity Avenue Foundation

$1,000 - $2,499

Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen Foundation
Rathmann Family Foundation

Terhuly Foundation

Under $1,000: Amherst H. Wilder Foundation

INDIVIDUALS
CONSERVATION CHAMPIONS $2500-$10,000
Susan and Joel Barker

Joyce Wenz

BLUFFLAND BENEFACTORS $1000-$2499
Jim and Susan Edberg

Roger Green

Deborah Karasov

John and Marla Ordway Charitable Lead Trust
Robert and Nancy Viking

Greg and Erin Wenz

Jonathan and Sarah Wilmshurst

SAVANNA SPONSORS $500-$999
Robert Bieraugel

Mary Horak Binger

Annemarie Bossert and Thomas Lovett
Peter Butler

Patricia Combs

Stewart Corn and Ellen Ferrari
Edward and Sherry Ann Dayton
Mark and Charlotte Fritsch

Eric and JoAnna Hesse

Kevin Johnson



Note: Your support is important. We apologize for

and hope you contact us if there are any mistakes.
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Eric and JoAnna Hesse

Kevin Johnson

Art and Martha Kaemmer

Judy and Greg Lissick

Lorrie Louder

Tim and Heather McGraw
Genevieve McJilton

Ford and Catherine Nicholson Fund

PRAIRIE PATRONS $100-$499
Alfred and Dorothee Aeppli
Cindy Angerhofer

Kent Bahner

Gordon and Jo Bailey

Jon and Metta Belisle

John Bennett

Sandra Bergeron and Dean Elstad
Lori Biederman and Dave Peterson
Edna Brazaitis

Ellen and Peter Brown

Ellen and Philip Bruner

Laurie Bruno

Bernadeen Brutlag

Rob Buffler and Sally Caudill
Bob and Gerry Bullard

Darrell Butterwick

Steve and Amy Carlton

Tory and Carrie Christensen

Bill and Sharon Clapp Judy
Cognetta

Ken and Kathleen Cooper
Charles Fuller and

Constance Mayeron Cowles
Jay and Page Cowles

John and Sage Cowles

Barbara and Robert De La Vega
David DeMoss

W.T. Doar, Jr.

Judy Douglas

Joan Duddingston

Astrid Eglitis

Lindberg Ekola

Bob Elliott

Becky and John Errigo

Paul Farley and Jan Bergman
Anne and Charlie Ferrell
Richard and Mary Fowler

Lee Frelich

Gary Gardner and Helen Kivnick
Robert and Jan Gerling
James and Teddy Gesell
Gaylen Ghylin

Richard Hamilton Smith

Lucy Hartwell

Daniel Herber

John and Diane Herman
Andrew and Becca Hine
John Huber

Patsy and Bob Huberty

Ruby Hunt

Ruth and John Huss

Susu Jeffrey

Carol Jernberg

Robert Kaiser

Phyllis Karasov and

Dr. Alan Olstein

Joe and Kathy Kingman
Barbara Kirby

Nancy Kluver

Allen and Kathy Lenzmeier
llo and Peggy Leppik

Deb Loon

Peter Mairs

Bonnie Marron and Bert Hollinshead
Robert McGillivray

Malcolm and Wendy McLean
Harry McNeely, Jr.

Judson McNeil Edie Meissner
Linda Moore

Luann Muller

Dick and Marit Nowlin

David Nyberg

Jim Olsen and Carolyn Ganz
Wayne and Michelle Ostlie
Bill and Missy Patty

Kevin Patty and Mary McDowall
Robert Perkins

Warren Peterson

William Ramsden and Doreen Lynch
Anders and Ewa Rydaker
Gary and Patty Sauer
Richard Savelkoul

Susan Schmidt

Susan Simon

Sue Sjeklocha

Lorri Steffen

Jon and Lea Theobald
Richard and Lynn Thompson
Robin Torgerson

James Turnure

Thomas and Martha Venema
Donald Weden

John and Joy Wetzel

Karen and Walter White
Marise Widmer

Frank and Frances Wilkinson
Gwen Williams and Richard Garcia
Frank Zabel

Ted and Kathy Zwieg

FOREST FRIENDS $1-$99
We thank over 150 additional donors for

helping to make Greening’s work possible.

NDIVIDUAL IN-KIND CONTRIBUTORS
David Bednarczyk

Wiley Buck

Tory Christensen

Debra Gagner

Roger Green

Deborah Karasov

Amy Olson

Todd Rexine

Mark Turbak

Robert and Nancy Viking

IN MEMORY/HONOR OF
Memorial for Jude Peterson

by Peter Butler

In Honor of Deborah Karasov

by Margy and John Ligon

In Memory of George and Ella Marzolf
by Buzz and Mary Marzolf

In Honor of Gen McJilton

by Charles and Mary Kay MclJilton
In Memory of Al Bueckers

by Ruth Bueckers

Memorial Gift for James Harley

by Bill Droessler

In Honor of Dennis Evert's Birthday
by Heather Evert



“I feel that if nobody helps the environment, it will only downgrade its
value and health. | understand now why we should volunteer to help the
environment.” This is what Ntsa Lee said about her experience in the
Science Areas Teen Network (SATN), now in its third year, growing and
improving every year because of your support.

The Science Areas Teen Network’s minority students take what they learn in
the classroom and put their knowledge into action when they go on field trips
and talk with community mentors about their dreams. The Science Areas
Teen Network exposes these students to wild areas and enhances their
interest in ecological sciences and the environment, many for the first time.

Ntsa says she really enjoys

her experiences helping the
environment and would like others
to feel the same way. “By being
involved with this program, | would
like to communicate to others that
the environment is very important
to us. The environment basically
determines our health, because if
the environment is polluted, then we
will end up, sooner or later, being
affected too.”

“l also liked hearing from all the
mentors, who showed me how many
different jobs in the environment

you can do. The program in general
was amazing, and it makes me feel
good that | am doing something

for a cause that impacts future
generations.”
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