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Great River Greening inspires,  
engages and leads local 

communities in conserving and 
caring for the land and water 

that enrich our lives.



3

Welcome to the 2013 Great River Greening Annual Report. We have much to say about our past year’s work, 

but we start this report with a look forward and the announcement of a new logo and tagline. This change 

comes in advance of our 20-year anniversary in 2015—a good time to reflect on our growth, becoming the 

state-wide leader in community-based conservation and the go-to organization for environmental volunteering.

Restoring Land, Water and Wonder 

Our new look depicts both land and water, urban and rural, in an oak leaf silhouette.  It reflects entire 

landscapes and connected systems, while also showing the potency of a single beautiful tree. The tagline 

supports our purpose: to bring beauty, ensure sustainable landscapes, and create flourishing habitat with an 

end benefit of restoring wonder in the eyes of generations to come. For Great River Greening, there are few 

purposes more important than to restore wonder in the world around us. We strive to inspire natural curiosity 

and moments of connection between us and nature and each other. Project by project, we create deeper 

understanding and enduring commitment to protecting and preserving Minnesota’s natural heritage. This is 

what we do. The following pages illustrate how we do it.  
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Community-Based

Our grassroots work creates enduring 
commitment to caring for healthy 
lands and waters in local communities  
and restores wonder in the habitat 
that surrounds them.
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“Community” is an easy word to throw around. But for Great River Greening, community is at the heart of 

our work. Each new project is guided not just by our ecological expertise and conservation priorities, but 

also by our ability to reach deep within the community. We bring resources to caring for the lands and waters 

in communities, but we also try to connect residents and businesses to these resources and inspire them to 

understand how central the environment is to their lives. 

Sometimes our grassroots work means reaching deep into communities to recruit volunteers from schools, 

businesses, churches, and other community groups.  Through other projects, like our work with farmers 

along the Minnesota River in Nicollet County, we are getting to know farmers one-by-one, building trust and 

achieving local-scale improvements that add up to a big impact.

By reaching out to residents, businesses and leaders in the community, we produce workable solutions and 

expose individuals to the wonders in their backyards, sharing the knowledge and passion to be stewards of 

the site for generations to come.



6 7

Rolled up shirtsleeves, dirt under our 
nails, we work side-by-side with 34,000 
volunteers to improve, restore and 
care for Minnesota’s natural heritage – 
12,000 acres and counting.  

Volunteer-Driven
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Greening’s first volunteer events brought people back to the Mississippi River, a resource the community 

had ignored for decades. Since then we have introduced people to hundreds of natural areas and parks 

right in their backyards, many of them brand new parks that they are helping to restore and then return to 

recreate in, for example, Cedar Creek Conservation Area, Heritage Village, Spring Lake Regional Park, and 

Fish Creek Open Space.

Through active participation and learning by doing, Great River Greening volunteers become advocates with 

a deep connection to the land and water that enrich their lives. 

Nearly every weekend in the spring and fall, we engage thousands of people of all ages in private and 

public, nonpartisan, restoration events. We engage local organizations, schools, businesses, nonprofits, and 

government agencies in counties throughout the Metro Twin Cities and beyond, to ensure these volunteers 

are connecting to spaces in their own communities.
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Leading collaborative partnerships 
ignites a shared passion for 
improving, enhancing, and restoring 
our lands and waters, and multiplies 
our impact on the ground.

Active Partners
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Great River Greening 

has spearheaded major 

partnerships to advance 

conservation, driving them 

to on-the-ground results. 

Our very first one, Big 

Rivers Partnership, 1999-

2003, impacted 4,228 acres 

in four years with multiple 

partners. 

In the last five years, Great River Greening has grown tremendously 

as a response to the growing issues of erosion, the spread of invasive 

species, and habitat fragmentation. Stewardship and restoration is 

our focus and our special niche, where others focus on acquisition, 

planning and policy and legislation. 

In particular, we’ve grown through longer term, more effective 

partnerships, from collaborating on funding proposals to sharing 

conservation goals to leveraging resources to leading the agenda.

Great River Greening brings unique core competencies to our 

partnerships with cities, counties, nonprofits, and community 

groups: highly trained ecologists, a dynamic community and youth 

involvement program; and a philosophy of collaboration that includes 

no advocacy. 
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On-the-Ground Expertise

Experienced, committed ecologists 
practice state-of-the-art restoration 
and introduce the next generation 
to careers in environmental sciences 
and skills that provide them with 
confidence and a connection to  
the world.
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Since we began, we have engaged over 900 at-risk youth in targeted career and science activities like our 

Science Area Teen Program and Summer Youth Crews. We are distinctive in introducing youth to a range 

of sites from urban to wild and engaging them in conversations with our scientists and other community 

mentors about careers in the environment.

Great River Greening’s team of ecologists are among the best in the region, with a combined experience 

of over 65 years and a vast range of experience from Chicago Wilderness to The Nature Conservancy. We 

collaborate with research universities and nonprofits and are among the first to promote new restoration 

methods, like prescribed grazing, haying, and wild rice wetland restoration. 

We also share that knowledge and passion with volunteers and with youth at events and in special programs 

and trainings. It’s a rare opportunity to talk one-on-one with scientists of such depth, and for young people 

especially, the occasion can be inspirational. 
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Expanding our reach

In 2013, we engaged 1,737 volunteers in projects all over the metro area, showing our ongoing expansion: 

Anoka, Scott, Ramsey, Washington, Hennepin, Dakota, and Morrison Counties, to name a few. Many of the 

projects were new parks: Cedar Creek Conservation Area, Heritage Village, Spring Lake Regional Park, and 

Fish Creek Open Space. But we also continued restoration at some keystone sites like Historic Pilot Knob 

and Pond Dakota Mission Park. We have worked with communities all over Minnesota, and that includes 

our newest work in the St. Peter area, working collaboratively with farmers on water quality conservation. 

In coming years, we will continue with new projects in the west and south metro, including Carver Nature 

Preserve (Victoria) and Doyle Kennefick Regional Park (St. Catherine). 

Advancing state-of-the-art restoration

In 2013, we promoted the use of prescribed grazing as a restoration and management tool, bringing horses 

to Historic Pilot Knob and goats to Pine Bend Natural Area. We also completed a second year of wild rice 

restoration along the Rum River, a novel component of wetland restoration, resulting in the planting of 5 

acres of oxbow backwaters. In coming years, we will partner with The University of Minnesota and the Xerces 

Society to address urgent challenges from a changing Minnesota climate and pollinator crisis. In addition to 

our local projects, we will also take on complicated large scale projects, like our largest riverbank restoration 

on the Rum River and the country’s largest oak savanna restoration at Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge. 

Working together

Everything Great River Greening does is in partnership with others: volunteers, landowners, communities, 

businesses. In the last few years, we have brought this to a new level, building major partnerships to leverage 

resources, solve problems, and make things happen. In 2013, we reached a milestone with one of these 

partnerships—the Anoka Sandplain Partnership, a coalition of over 20 government and nonprofit entities—

concluding phase one of conservation in east central Minnesota, restoring over 4,200 acres of critical 

wildlife habitat on 11 sites over the past 3 years. In the coming years, we will set new milestones with these 

partnerships, including locally-driven collaborations with farmers, conservation of rare Minnesota habitats, 

and connections within metro area conservation corridors. 

2013 Highlights
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Teaching stewardship

Every Great River Greening volunteer event includes interaction in small groups with our top-notch ecologists, 

who answer questions about the restoration work volunteers are doing, as well as conservation overall. 

In 2013, we trained 113 volunteer supervisors, who help us to lead these events and then return to their 

communities to champion environmental stewardship in general. Also last year, 30% of our volunteers were 

youth, including university and college classes, Girl Scout, Cub Scout, Boy Scout, and youth groups from 

schools, communities and churches. Last year, Greening engaged 173 at-risk youth in our Science Area Teen 

Network, adding to a cumulative total of over 900 youth who have benefited from this career and science 

program with field activities and discussions with community mentors. In the coming years we want to multiply 

these numbers, training more volunteers as supervisors and expanding the schools and/or youth groups that 

partner with us. 
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ExpEnsEs

program services 1,266,373

Management & General 127,157

Fundraising 63,229

Total: 1,456, 759

Change in Net Assets- 
Unrestricted

73,422

AssEts & LiAbiLitiEs

Total Assets 635,279
Total Liabilities 129,554
Total Net Assets 505,725

FundinG sourcEs

Government Contracts & 
Grants 936,834

Foundation Gifts & Grants 306,627

Non-Government  
Contracts 98,614

Corporate Gifts 94,728

Individual Gifts 84,804

In-Kind & Other Revenue 8,594

Total 1,530,201

Business Forum 2013

Each fall, the Great River Greening Business Forum brings together business and community leaders to 

discuss important topics in the green economy. Recent years have featured presentations from CEOs of some 

of the Twin Cities’ most prominent companies, including Xcel Energy and Land O’Lakes. 

Guests benefit from these leaders’ invaluable insights, and have the rare opportunity to interact with these 

CEOs and other senior business leaders. The event also provides an opportunity to reinforce Great River 

Greening’s collaborative, nonpartisan vision for healthy economies and a healthy environment. 

The 2013 Business Forum was our largest yet, featuring a presentation by Ecolab CEO Doug Baker about 

global water demand and its impact on businesses. More than 300 guests shared ideas and questions in a 

Q&A session moderated by acclaimed business journalist Chris Farrell. 

Financial Summary 2013
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FoundAtions

$10,000 & Above
3M Foundation
Allianz Foundation for 

North America
Best Buy Children’s 

Foundation
Carl & Eloise Pohlad 

Family Foundation
Carolyn Foundation
The Ecological Society 

of America
The McKnight Foundation
The Mortenson Family 

Foundation
The Pentair Foundation
RBC Blue Water Project
The Saint Paul Foundation
Xcel Energy Foundation

$2,500-$9,999
Andersen Corporate 

Foundation
Athwin Foundation
Bailey Nurseries Foundation
Buuck Family Foundation
CHS Foundation
Clif Bar Family Foundation
The Driscoll Foundation
Hardenbergh Foundation
The Nash Foundation
ONEOK Partners
Subaru of America 

Foundation
Terhuly Foundation
Union Pacific Foundation

$250-2,499
Anonymous
Bloomington Rotary 

Club Foundation
Hands on Twin Cities
Nandale Foundation
Norcross Wildlife Foundation
RBC Foundation – USA

businEssEs

$5,000 & Above
AgriBank
Canadian Pacific
Cargill
Ciranda
Connexus Energy
REI
Stoel Rives
Superior Minerals Company
Xcel Energy

$1,000-$4,999
Aggregate Industries
American Engineering 

Testing
Anchor Bank
Andersen Corporation
Barr Engineering
Bituminous Roadways

Briggs and Morgan
Brookfield Renewable 

Energy Partners
Carl Bolander & Sons Co.
CenterPoint Energy
Collins Electrical Construction
Dorsey & Whitney
East Central Energy Trust
Harris Companies
Indeed Brewing
KeyStone Search
Land O’Lakes
Liesch - A Terracon Co.
Martin & Squires
Minnesota Valley 

Electric Trust
The Notermann Group 

at Morgan Stanley
Oppenheimer, Wolff 

& Donnelly
PACE Analytical Services
Parkway Law
Patagonia
Rahr Malting
Saint Paul Port Authority
Short Elliott Hendrickson
Smiths Medical
Summit Brewing
Tennant Company
Thomson Reuters

$250-999
Barnes & Thornburg
Ecolab
Faegre Baker Daniels
Flagstone Foods
Great River Energy
Leonard, Street and Deinard
S.M. Hentges & Sons
St. Croix Tree Service
Surly Brewing
UnitedHealth Group
Wenck Associates

In-Kind Contributors
Deborah Karasov
Jade Orchid Floral Designs
Johnson Logging, Inc.
Landscape Alternatives
Metro Sales
Nalco Printing
On Site Sanitation
Pioneer Press
Pony Parties Express
Prairie Moon Nursery
Steve Thomforde
Subway Restaurants
Summit Brewing
Ultimate Events
Versa-Lok
Victor Stanley

We also thank more than 
150 individuals and 
businesses that donated 
items to the silent auction 
at the 2013 “Million 
Shades of Green” Gala

indiViduALs

$2,500 & Above
Stewart Corn and 

Ellen Ferrari
Roger and Nancy Green
Jean Schubert

$1,000-$2,499
Todd and Cindy Awes
Keela Bakken
Susan and Joel Barker
Richard and Joyce Barnes
Mita Bell
Brenda and Jeff Boehler
Jim and Susan Edberg
Jennifer Drew
Thomas and Lezlie Marek
Paul and Deb Notermann
Patti and Dan O’Leary
The John and Marla Ordway 

Charitable Lead Trust
Kevin Pedelty
Todd Rhoades and 

Terri Cermak
Betsy and Sumner 

Schmiesing
Greg and Erin Wenz
Jonathan and Sarah 

Wilmshurst

$500-$999
Jon and Metta Belisle Donor 

Advised Fund of the St. 
Croix Valley Foundation

Vernon Berglund
Robert Bieraugel
Tom Tessman and 

Dianne Blake
Peter Butler
Kathy and James Catalano
Bob Close
Patti Combs
Lydia Crawford and 

Phil Davies
Rick and Heather Ehrman
Michael Frommelt and 

Brenda Beukelman
Kevin Johnson and 

Alisa Eland
Mary Beth Fong
Eric and JoAnna Hesse
Art and Martha Kaemmer
Deborah Karasov
Brad and Heidi Keil
Mark and Beth Kimball
Sue and Wade Kotula
Robert LaBombard
David Laurion
Eric Magnuson
Tim McGraw
Raj Rajan
Richard and Shannon 

Savelkoul
Bill and Debby Smith
Jon and Lea Theobald
Jim and Deb Zyduck

$100-$499
Cindy Angerhofer
John Appert
Jay and Amber Asmus
Ani Backa
Gordon Bailey
Joe and Michael Bailey
Doug Baker
Marcia and Brad Ballinger
Paul Bard
Al and Lois Barron
Heidi and Matt Benedict
Chuck and Estelle Bennett

Alan and Lisa Bernick
Lori Biederman and 

Dave Peterson
Sandy Boehler
Holly Boehne
Laurel Boerger and 

Norm Reznicow
Annemarie Bossert and 

Thomas Lovett
Becca Brackett
Leslie Brandt
Ellen and Peter Brown
Bernadeen Brutlag
Bob and Gerry Bullard
Darrell Butterwick
Jodi and Greg Carlini
Frank Chase
Hugh Cherne
Bill and Sharon Clapp
Jay and Page Cowles
James Crants
John and Kathy Curran
Lisa and Tim Curtin
Ned and Sherry Ann Dayton
Barbara and Robert 

de la Vega
Larry and Cathy Deeney
David DeMoss
Tom Doar
Sandy Donaldson
Bryan and Jo-Anne 

Ebensteiner
Jennifer Eckert
Bob Elliott
Frank and Lisa Elsenbast
Kevin Engelhart
John and Becky Errigo
Nathan Fagre
Ann Fairbairn
Tim Faricy
Mary and Richard Fowler
Lee Frelich
Mark and Charlotte Fritsch
Gary Gardner and 

Helen Kivnick
Teri and Gordy Gerlach
Chris and Lisa Germann
Anthony and Angela 

Giombetti
Andrew Hansen
Robyn Hansen
Phyllis R. Hanson
Lucy Hartwell
Bryan Hassing and 

Gen McJilton
Thane and Blanche Hawkins
Dean Henderson
Mary and Bill Henry
Dan Higgins
Patsy and Bob Huberty
Mindy Isaacs
Louis and Carol Jambois
Carol Jernberg
Bob and Cheryl Kaiser
Elliott and Nancy Karasov
Phyllis Karasov and 

Alan Olstein
Joe Kingman
Barbara W. Kirby
Kate Kleiter
Julie and John Korte
Pamela Lampert
Rob and Susan Latta
Lavina Lau
Brenda Leatherman
Karla Leis
Mark Liska
Judy and Greg Lissick
Alexis Ludwig-Vogen
Dan and Rachael 

Mackenzie-Olson
Jane Korn and Robert Madoff

Carol Manning
Rachel Mass
Scott and Kate McBride
Rod and Laura McCutcheon
Ron McFall and Miriam 

Henderson McFall
Bill McLaughlin
Malcolm and Wendy McLean
Mary B. McMillan
Harry McNeely
Kevin & Heidi McRaith
Edie Meissner
Susanne Miller
Jenny Mockenhaupt
Lorelle Mollien
Teresa Morrow
Dennis Nawrot
Chuck Nelson
Elizabeth Nessa
Jeff and Shannon Norton
Dick and Marit Nowlin
Casey & Kayla O’Keefe
Stan Oleson
Kevin Ostermann
Wayne and Michelle Ostlie
Richard and Barbara Palmiter
Bill and Missy Patty
James Peterson
Bill Ramsden and 

Doreen Lynch
James Pagliarini and 

Elizabeth Raymond
Kevin Patty and 

Mary McDowall
The William and Nancy 

Podas aRt&D Fund
Kathy Rehwaldt
Kari Rihm
John and Lori Roberts
Timothy Robinson
Jim and Jennifer Rogers
Tim Scallen
Quin and Ann Scott
Nathan Smith
Dave and Nancy Sparby
Roger Splinter
Lori and John Stephan
Jim and Cris Stetler
Debra Stewart
Nicole Strait
Richard and Lynn Thompson
Alan and Shelly Van Dellen
Steve Vanderboom
Thomas and Martha Venema
Reed Watson and 

Gloria Gallo
Donald Weden
Christopher Wegscheid
William Weimer
Karin Wentz
Joyce Wenz
Jean West
Frank and Frances Wilkinson
Dawn and John Willar

$1-$99
 We thank more than 

200 additional individual 
donors for helping to make 
Greening’s work possible!

in MEMorY
 We are grateful for the 

friends who honored the 
memory of Merl Arthur 
Lensing with a gift in 2013. 
In his memory, a burr oak 
was planted in a memorial 
grove at Pilot Knob Hill 
in Mendota Heights.

Thank You 2013  
Major Donors

RESTORING LAND, WATER AND WONDER

We do our best to keep reporting as accurate as possible, and apologize 
for any errors. Please contact Rob Nygaard with any concerns. 612-665-9500 x18

Photos -  cover: Christine Dingmann; p5: David Larson;   
p2 & 7: Mark Karney
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Board of Directors
Ryan Anderson* Belay Energy
Keela Bakken Daikin McQuay
Dick Barnes COO/CFO
Heidi Benedict Xcel Energy
Bob Bieraugel Aggregate 

Industries
Brenda Boehler Bellacor
Hugh Cherne Best Buy  
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Search 
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HealthEast Care Systems
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Rhoades Architects
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Management Consulting
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Members emeriti
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Consultant
Joe Kingman Retired, The 

Saint Paul Foundation
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Excerpt from Pioneer Press article By Nick Ferraro  07/25/2013 
 At Pilot Knob Hill, horses chew grass - aka ‘conservation grazing’ 

“The grazing horses are the latest land-management technique introduced at Pilot Knob Hill, a historic site that 
seven years ago was threatened by development but instead has been restored to its natural landscape. 

‘I’m pretty confident this is the first time horses have been used on public land in the Twin Cities,’ said Wiley 
Buck, a restoration ecologist for Great River Greening, adding that Belwin Conservancy in Afton has bison that 
graze. 

Grazing will increase the biodiversity of the landscape to allow native species to thrive and non-native species 
to be kept in check, Buck said.”

Josie Huss, 16, of Lakeville leads Cotton, left, a palomino and Holly, a dun, off a parcel of land at Historic Pilot Knob Hill in Mendota Heights 
on Tuesday, July 23, 2013. St. Paul-based Great River Greening is using horses as a vegetation management tool. (Pioneer Press: John Autey)

*=new in 2014


