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2015 Annual Report

There lies before us 
no greater purpose 

than to restore wonder 
in the world 
around us.
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In 2015:
2,215 volunteers
30,086 trees, flowers, and grasses
2,291 acres
40 sites
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For 20 years, 
Great River Greening has worked alongside 35,000 volunteers, 
planting 405,784 trees, flowers, and grasses to improve,  
restore, and care for Minnesota’s natural heritage - 15,000  
acres and counting.

Our mission is to inspire and lead local communities in restoring 
and conserving the land and water that enrich our lives.

Ike’s Creek is one such place, located in the shadow of the Mall 
of America. It was lost to debris and overgrown shrubs when  
we began restoring it in 2011. Thanks to the work of 600 
volunteers, and the City of Bloomington, it was transformed 
into a healthy, bubbling waterway, safe for trout and a place for 
people to enjoy year after year.
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2015 was year of celebrating and stretching. We celebrated 20 years of restoring land, water and wonder, 
hosted our first farmland volunteer event, strengthened our reach to the west metro, and researched 
bumble bees. Highlights include:

Local communities throughout the state engaged in our mission

The number of hours that volunteers worked alongside us in 2015 
ranks as fourth highest yet. These folks blasted buckthorn and planted 
flowers and trees in the metro area and in the agriculture-rich land 
along the Minnesota and Rum rivers. Volunteers inspired friends and 
families, young and old, to work together to take care of our waters, 
parks, and forests.  

 6 For the first time, volunteers joined us on farmland to plant beneficial 
grasses and clear buckthorn as part our effort to improve the water 
quality of the Minnesota River and ongoing work with the Seven Mile 
Creek Watershed Partnership.

 6 Strengthening our footprint in the west metro, volunteers cleared 
buckthorn in Carver Park Reserve, Victoria, working with Three Rivers 
Park District to promote healthier growth in the park’s maple basswood 
forest and oak woodland.

 6 Great River Greening began a partnership with Saint Paul Parks and 
Recreation to restore Victoria Park in Saint Paul’s West 7th Street 
neighborhood. Volunteers shrugged off heavy rain to help in the  
kick-off event.

We increased environmental stewardship in 
younger generations

In 2015, we engaged 51% more youth on our project sites, urban 
and rural. The number of students who took part in Field Learning 
for Teens, an “outdoor classroom” for at-risk youth, ranked second 
highest since the program began in 2009. And, we expanded our 
service learning to rural high schools.

 6 In the Twin Cities metro, the Field Learning for Teens program brought 
179 students outdoors to work alongside Great River Greening 
ecologists and learn about the science and technology of restoration. 

 6 In Central MN, Little Falls High School students spent time in an outdoor 
classroom led by Great River Greening ecologist, Steve Thomforde; 
they learned about sustainable forestry and career options in resource 
management.

 6 Near Cambridge, MN, one dozen high school students from the Twin 
Cities’ American Indian OIC canoed the Rum River to cast wild rice seed, 
thanks to a partnership with Wilderness Inquiry.  

A year of firsts and celebrations

We deeply thank the more than 40 project partners and landowners in 2015 with whom we collaborated on restoration and enhancement projects, as 
well as the Minnesota Environmental Trust Fund and the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Fund. 
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Partners drew on our expertise in the science of restoration

The acres Great River Greening restored in 2015 rank our fourth highest, bringing the 20-year total to 15,819 
acres at more than 300 sites. These natural areas are both vast and small, but critical: local and regional parks, 
wild and scenic river shorelines, farm ravines, and wildlife refuges. Our ecologists formulate comprehensive land 
management plans at each site, practicing state-of-the-art restoration and bringing a passion for healthy habitats. 
They are among the best in the region, and the reason our community partners - comprising counties, cities, and 
private landowners - stay with us for years. In 2015, we forged new research partnerships that allow us to utilize our 
sites as scientific laboratories.

 6 In search of prime habitat for native bees: In a practice that merges the best science of vegetation restoration with 
pollinator management, we began a three-year, citizen project in partnership with Xerces Society for Invertebrate 
Conservation and Maplewood Nature Center to monitor plant diversity and pollinator populations at our restoration sites.

 6Old is the new cutting-edge approach to improving land quality: For the third year, animals grazed at one of our 
long-term prairie restoration sites in the metro area to remove invasive plants. In a partnership with the University of 
Minnesota, a biomass harvesting experiment was installed at another site to study the effects of grazing on decreasing 
nitrogen and increasing plant and pollinator diversity. 

 6 Plan for restoring an urban lake: Great River Greening wrote a plan for St. Louis Park as part of the Bass Lake Preserve 
Restoration Project that calls for restoring tree groves and prairie, which had surrounded the lake before the land 
became a receptacle for waste.

 6 Save a rare coldwater trout stream: Great River Greening started a project with South Washington Watershed District, 
Trout Unlimited, Vail Resorts (Afton Alps), the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, and private landowners to 
restore a stream that feeds into the St. Croix National Wild and Scenic River by restoring an altered stream channel. 
The project will rebuild meanders in the historical channel, create in-stream fish and invertebrate habitat, restore 
adjacent upland habitat, and reduce erosion along the lower two miles of the stream’s reach. 

Great River Greening 2015 Annual Report

Before and After - Pilot Knob in Mendota Heights
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Building on 20 years of community restoration 
In 2015, Great River Greening celebrated 20 years of inspiring, engaging, and leading local communities across 
Minnesota in conserving and caring for the land and water that enrich our lives.  

Reaching this milestone gave us the opportunity to reflect on the rewarding results of working with thousands of 
volunteers, community partners, and dedicated ecology staff, on hundreds of sites throughout Minnesota. This 
support is what allowed us to grow as the state leader in community restoration.

Two of our 2015 projects demonstrate collaboration and local solutions at work

At Trout Brook Nature Sanctuary in Saint Paul (pictured on the cover of this annual report), the City turned to 
Great River Greening to help transform a former rail yard into green space that reconnects the heavily urbanized 
North End and East Side neighborhoods to the Mississippi River, creating public awareness of our hidden water 
resources. It has presented an unparalleled opportunity to engage new, culturally diverse constituents, reach at-
risk youth in particular, and engage and educate the community to keep our urban waters clean. 1,035 volunteers 
worked with us to transform the space. 

In St. Peter, MN, we demonstrated our collaborative spirit and commitment to finding local solutions by 
working with farmers who care about Minnesota’s water quality.  In 2015, we worked with the Seven-Mile 
Creek Partnership to host field days, implement conservation practices on farmland, and plan for farmer- and 
community-led workshops leading to a shared watershed vision. Also begun was a community assessment and 
countywide survey to integrate at least 400 unique Nicollet County voices  - farmer and other stakeholder - into 
state water planning in the greater Middle Minnesota watershed. 

As we enter our third decade, this work motivates us to step forward in fresh ways with confidence that the 
community will join us, inspired and eager to protect our outdoors.

Before and After - Cedar Lake Farm in New Prague
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FOUNDATIONS
$10,000 & Above
3M Foundation
Allianz Foundation of 

North America
Andersen Corporate 

Foundation and 
Andersen Corporation

Pohlad Family Foundation
CHS Foundation
The Driscoll Foundation
Katherine B. Andersen 

Fund of The Saint 
Paul Foundation

The McKnight Foundation
The McNeely Foundation
Patrick and Aimee Butler 

Family Foundation
The Pentair Foundation
RBC Foundation - Blue 

Water Project
Xcel Energy Foundation

$1,000-$9,999
Anonymous
Bailey Nurseries Foundation
Best Buy Foundation
Buuck Family Foundation
Clif Bar Family Foundation
Ecolab Foundation
Hardenbergh Foundation
Mortenson Family 

Foundation
Nash Foundation 
Subaru of America 

Foundation
Tennant Foundation
Terhuly Foundation
Terracon Foundation
Union Pacific Foundation

BUSINESSES
$5,000 & Above
Aggregate Industries
AgriBank
Cargill
Ciranda
Connexus Energy
Land O’Lakes
Patagonia
Rahr Corporation
Stoel Rives LLP
Superior Minerals Company
Thomson Reuters
Xcel Energy

$1,000-$4,999
Afton Alps
American Engineering 

Testing
Anchor Bank
Bernatello’s Pizza
Best Buy
Bituminous Roadways
Braun Intertec
Briggs and Morgan, P.A.
Carl Bolander & 

Sons Company
CBRE
CenterPoint Energy
Cermak Rhoades Architects
CHS Inc
Colle + McVoy
Fairmount Santrol
Fox Rothschild LLP
KeyStone Search
Minnesota Twins

Pace Analytical Services, Inc
Saint Paul Garden Club
Saint Paul Port Authority
Short Elliott Hendrickson, 

Inc (SEH)
Stinson Leonard Street
Summit Brewing Company
The Nature Conservancy
Upper River Services, LLC
Wells Concrete
Workday

$250-$999
Barr Engineering
Bloomberg & Podpeskar LLP
Digital Planet
Faegre Baker Daniels LLP
Fryberger, Buchanan, 

Smith & Frederick, P.A.
GoKart Labs
Kamish Excavating
Liesch - A Terracon Company
Minnesota Valley 

Electric Trust
Natural Resource Group
Strong Towns
Wild Ones

IN-KIND 
CONTRIBUTORS

Deborah Karasov
Digital Planet
Pioneer Press
Prairie Moon Nursery
Summit Brewing
Viking Platinum 

Floral Designs
We also thank more than 125 

individuals and businesses 
that donated items to the 
silent auction at the 2015 
Great River Greening Gala

INDIVIDUALS
$1,000 & Above
Todd and Cindy Awes
Gordon Bailey
Dick and Joyce Barnes
Mita Bell
James Bertrand
Robert Bieraugel
Brenda and Jeff Boehler
Bill Casey and Betty Grant
Stewart Corn and 

Ellen Ferrari
Victoria Davis and 

Nathaniel Abdul-Khaliq
Jennifer Drew
Jim and Susan Edberg
Roger and Nancy Green
Jake Hamlin
Nick and Abigail Johnson
Steven King
Gail Lewellan
Jeffrey and Judy Mader
Tom and Lezlie Marek
Terri McEnaney
Bernice Neumann
Patti and Dan O’Leary
Vicki Olson
Raj Rajan and Kavitha Sitaram
Cindy and Mark Rodahl
Amy and Bryce Staudinger
Tom Tessman and Dianne 

Blake Tessman
Jon and Lea Theobald

Reed Watson and 
Gloria Gallo

Greg and Erin Wenz
Jonathan and Sarah 

Wilmshurst

$500-$999
Darrin and Amy Ahrens
Keela Bakken
Susan and Joel Barker
Jon and Metta Belisle
Heidi and Matt Benedict
Peter Butler
Kathy and James Catalano
Lydia Crawford and 

Phil Davies
Teresa Daly
Joan Duddingston
Peter and Mary Gove
Ben Granley
Carolyn Ham
Eric and JoAnna Hesse
Patsy and Bob Huberty
Kevin Johnson and 

Alisa Eland
Barb and Rodd Jose
Art and Martha Kaemmer
Bob and Cheryl Kaiser
Deborah Karasov
Brad and Heidi Keil
Lorrie Louder
Jennifer and Rayne 

McCartney
Douglas and Lori McDougal
Elizabeth Pagel
Gary Pooley
Chris Reid
Todd Rhoades and 

Terri Cermak
Betsy and Sumner 

Schmiesing
John and Lynnea Schwieters
Bill and Debby Smith
Terry Swor
Todd and Cheryl Taylor
Jim and Lisa Weglewski
Dan and Chris White
Maryah Wolszon
Jim and Deb Zyduck

$100-$499
Pete and Jan Anderson
Dave Anderson and 

Eileen Stombaugh
Ryan Anderson
Craig Andresen
Cindy Angerhofer
John Appert
Joe and Michael Bailey
Scott Barraclough
Bruce Bauman
Don Beck
Greg Beckstrom
Chuck and Estelle Bennett
Ian Benson and Kate O’Brien
Vernon and LuAnn Berglund
Alan and Lisa Bernick
Steve Beuning
Sandy Boehler
Laurel Boerger and 

Norm Reznicow
Gina Bonsignore and 

Rick Garber
Leslie Brandt
Terry Brennan
Barb Bridgeman
Barbara Broen and 

Greg Finzell
Rob Buffler and Sally Caudill
Sarah Burgess
Darrell Butterwick
Mark Cadwell
Kevin and Ann Campion
Jodi and Greg Carlini
Hugh Cherne
Elaine Christiansen
Jeanne Christopher
Natalee Chromy
Eliza Clark
Becky Clawson and 

Jeffrey Garetz

Lou and Mary Costello
Jay Cowles and Page 

Knudsen Cowles
James Crants
John and Kathy Curran
Rob and Susan Dahlin
Peter Danbury
Andrew and Sarah Davis
Kirk and Lissa Davis
Ned and Sherry Ann Dayton
Barb and Bob de la Vega
David DeMoss
Jim and Sarah Diebel
Brad Dieringer
Michael Doyle
Steve and Suzy Eastman
Jennifer Eckert
John and Becky Errigo
Craig and Paula Evanich
Frank Fairman and 

Jill Harmon
Tim Faricy
CJ and Carrie Fernandez
Anne Ferrell
Eric Forsberg and 

Gloria Peck
Dale Forsberg
Mary and Richard Fowler
Craig Francis
Darcy Franklin
Lee Frelich
Mike Frommelt and 

Brenda Beukelman
Doug and Julie Fulton
Richard Garcia and 

Gwen Williams
Gary Gardner and 

Helen Kivnick
Chris and Lisa Germann
Greg Grazzini
Chris Guillemette
Jason Hammond and 

Stacy Bormett
Gary Hansen
Lucy Hartwell
Bryan Hassing and 

Gen McJilton
Dean Henderson
Mary and Bill Henry
Monte Hilleman
Ed and Libby Hlavka
Andy Holewa
Maxine and Kieran Hughes
Ruby Hunt
Steve Jahn and Mary Vavrus
Louie and Carol Jambois
Dave and Sharon Jasper
Carol Jernberg
Mark and Aanna Johannes
Andrea Lynn Johnson
Leonard and Chris Kaiser
Phyllis Karasov and 

Alan Olstein
Mark and Beth Kimball
Joe Kingman
Mary Kloehn
Doug and Julie Kmoch
Christine Koellner
Greg Konat
Patrick Kubiak and 

Bob Safford
Bob LaBombard
Rebecca Lawrence
Judy and Greg Lissick
Richard Lowe
David Lubin
Peggy Lynch
Steve and Becky Marschner
Sue and Mark Mason
Bob Born and Matthew
Beth and Brian McCartan
William McDonald
Tim McGraw
Heather Meix

Bill and Jean Meyer
Keith Meyer
Michael Minsberg
Jenny Mockenhaupt
Dan Monson
Charles Montreuil
Teresa Morrow
Lucas Muzynoski
Dennis Nawrot
Rebecca Nelson
Chuck Nelson
Ann and Doug Ness
Han Nguyen
Jeff and Shannon Norton
Stan Oleson
Gretchen Olson
David Orenstein
James Pagliarini and 

Elizabeth Raymond
Kevin Patty and 

Mary McDowall
Tom Paulson
Julie Peterson
Ginny Pidot
Tom Pugh
Bill Ramsden and 

Doreen Lynch
Tamara and Steve Rath
Jerry Redmond
Stacha and Steve Reed
Ann Rihde
Jim and Laura Ringuette
John and Lori Roberts
Timothy Robinson
James Robinson
Mike Roebuck
Erick Rydeen
Tom Sanders
Mark Schulte
Chris and Annette Scotti
Aasim Shabazz
Craig Shaver
Julie and Wayne Shipman
Jeffrey and Char Shopek
Jim Silburn
Eric and Angie Simmer
Don and Annie Smithmier
Don and Verna Sonsalla
Roger Splinter
Marie and Matt Sprader
Mary Giuliani Stephens
Jim and Cris Stetler
Paula Stewart and 

Steve Roos
Scott and Sue Takekawa
Emilio and Dawn Tenuta
Eldon Tessman
Alan and Shelly Van Dellen
David Vealitzek and 

Susan Kinder
Thomas and Martha Venema
Aaron and Kayla Waller
Jeffrey and Gail Watson
Mark Watson and 

Shirley Ochi-Watson
Donald Weden
Christopher Wegscheid
Rich and Julie Wendland
Karin Wentz
Joyce Wenz
Dawn and John Willar
Dave Wondra
P. Gilmer Young
Steven Zawadski
Nicole Zechmann

$1-$99
We thank more than 200 

additional individual 
donors for helping to make 
GRG’s work possible!

We do our best to keep reporting as accurate as possible, 
and apologize for any errors. Please contact Kirsten Gulbro 
with any concerns. 651-272-3987

Thank you 2015
Major Donors



66 Finance and Commerce, “Andersen CEO: Affordable green homes ‘transformative’” 
(pictured above, at Great River Greening eighth annual Business Forum)

66 Star Tribune, “Nonprofit dreams of mighty oaks”

66 Star Tribune, “Wild rice seeding on the Rum River”

66 Saint Paul Magazine, “Cultivating Greatness: All about Saint Paul’s Environmental 
Nonprofit, Great River Greening”

66 MinnPost, “Trout Brook Nature Sanctuary opens just north of downtown St. Paul”

66 MinnPost, “Leveraging old idea, new national effort will save seeds — and 
landscapes”

66 St. Peter Herald October, ”Local volunteers work to clean Seven Mile Creek 
Watershed”

66 Mankato Free Press, “Volunteers clear invasive species in Seven Mile Creek project”

66 Stillwater Gazette, “Planting for future generations”

66 South Washington County Bulletin, “St. Paul Park’s Lion’s Levee shoreline, hill to be 
rehabbed”

66 Lillienews, “Sinking teeth into the invasive-plant fight”

66 Inside Health Care cable TV spot, “GRG Ecologist talks to about connecting teens 
to the environment”

66 Sun Sailor, “Removal of problem vegetation at St. Louis Park’s Bass Lake Preserve 
set to begin”

Great River Greening
35 West Water Street
Suite 201
Saint Paul, MN 55107-2016 
Phone: 651.665.9500 
www.greatrivergreening.org

Ryan Anderson/� Belay Energy
*Keela Bakken/� Daikin McQuay
Dick Barnes/� COO/�CFO
Heidi Benedict/� Xcel Energy
Bob Bieraugel/� Aggregate Industries
Brenda Boehler/� Bellacor
Hugh Cherne/� Best Buy Corporation
**Margaret Dalton/� Stoel Rives
**Bryan Ebensteiner/� UnitedHealthcare Global
Mike Frommelt/� KeyStone Search
Roger Green/�/�Retired, HealthEast Care Systems
Jake Hamlin/�Cenex Harvest States

Eric Hesse/�Liesch Associates – a Terracon Co.
Louis F. Jambois/�Retired, Saint Paul Port Authority
Kevin Johnson/�Stoel Rives
Robert Kaiser/� American Engineering Testing
**Rebecca Lawrence/� Piper Jaffray
**Jeff Mader/� Imagine Print Solutions
Chair, Thomas R. Marek/� Fox Rothschild
Beth McCartan/� Frank N. Magid Associates, Inc.
Bernice Neumann/� Exponent PR
Vice Chair, Patti O’Leary,/� Navigate Forward
Raj Rajan/� Ecolab
Todd Rhoades/� Cermak Rhoades Architects

Betsy Schmiesing/� Attorney
Tom Tessman/� Communicus
Reed Watson/� Watson Management Consulting
Daniel White/� Attorney

Members emeriti
Ellen Brown/� Independent Consultant
Joe Kingman/� Retired, The Saint Paul Foundation
Jonathan Wilmshurst/� Superior Minerals Company

* Ended in 2015
** New in 2016

funding sources
Government Contracts & Grants 1,164,664

Foundation Gifts & Grants 337,725

Non-Government Contracts 101,729

Corporate Gifts 126,640

Individual Gifts 112,292

In-Kind & Other Revenue 25,789

Total 1,868,839

expenses
Program Services 1,529,696

Management & General 154,089

Fundraising 106,777

Total: 1,790,562

Change in Unrestricted  
Net Assets

78,277

Assets & LiAbiLities
Total Assets 931,610

Total Liabilities 149,233

Total Net Assets 782,377

In the news Financials

Program Services: 85%

General:  9%

Fundraising: 6%

Board of Directors 


