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A LETTER FROM OUR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

This September I celebrated my first year anniversary 
at Great River Greening. I knew about our 
organization’s important work before taking the helm 
and the organization’s hands-on approach to learning 
aligns with my leadership style. I have seen first-hand 
the impact we have on environmental stewardship and 
community engagement, it is something I am proud to 
champion alongside supporters like you. 

This report as an invitation to reflect. What follows in these pages tells you 
about our progress going into the current year. We worked on 119 projects 
with the support of over 2,000 volunteers, collaborating with dozens of 
public, private and community organizations. 

Our successes are because of you. Side by side, we have planted, seeded, 
harvested and otherwise restored 2,013 acres of Minnesota’s threatened 
natural landscapes, all thanks to our volunteers, donors, and sponsors. Your 
generosity is a powerful resource, directly responsible for deeper community 
engagement and enriched habitats throughout the state. 

Last year was transformative for us, as we added several new faces to our 
field, outreach and administrative staff, as well as our board of directors. 
With each change, Great River Greening has gained insight, expertise, and 
vision. 

We will need all those qualities and more as we weather the current 
pandemic. If 2020 so far is any indication, I feel confident that, with your 
support, we will continue to adapt and innovate in this changing world. In 
our 25th year, we are strong enough to rise to the challenge of restoring 
land and water in the midst of finding our new normal. This experience has 
revealed how we are all truly committed to be better communities. When 
threatened, we come together to support what we love.

As we head into our next 25 years, we see renewed appreciation for our 
parks, trails, waterways and prairies. This beauty and wonder will continue 
as we inspire and engage community members of all ages, but especially our 
children and teens. 

We thank you for supporting us in this work. It is more critical than ever as 
we take a deep breath and head into 2021.

Executive Director 
Keith Parker
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2019 By the Numbers

Darrin Ahrens
Jeff Arnesen
Richard Barnes, Chair
Heidi Benedict
Laura Betker
Brenda Boehler, Secretary
Thomas Braun
Phil Cattanach
Maggie Dalton**
Bryan Ebensteiner**

Frank Elsenbast
Tracey Evers
Frank Forsberg
Barry Hofer, Treasurer
John Hickey
Bobby Jensen
Julie Maday
Thomas R. Marek**
Kathy McCuskey
JT Schuweiler

Kimberly Scott
Shane Shipman
Chris Smith
Molly Snyder
Nicole Strait
Tom Tessman
Reed Watson, Vice Chair
Megan Wolle**

**term ended in 2019

2019-2020 Board of Directors

2,104 volunteers engaged

2,013 acres of public land restored

1,012 youth engaged in caring for 
our natural world 

21% of volunteers were people of color

36,377 trees & pollinator-friendly 
wildflowers and grasses planted

49 volunteer events across Minnesota 
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2019 Foundation & Corporate Donors

$50,000+
McKnight Foundation
Saint Paul Area Association of Realtors

$10,000-49,999
3M Foundation
Andersen Corporation and 
Andersen Corporate Foundation
The Beim Foundation
Cargill and Cargill Salt
The Driscoll Foundation
Ecolab and Ecolab Foundation
Kowalski’s Corporate
Marcus McCoy Foundation
Mississippi Market
Patrick and Aimee Butler Family Foundation
Xcel Energy and Xcel Energy Foundation 

$5,000-9,999
Buuck Family Foundation
Capitol Region Watershed District
Hardenbergh Foundation
Land O’Lakes Foundation
Minnesota Timberwolves/Lynx
Mortenson Family Foundation
Rahr Corporation
Stoel Rives LLP
Superior Minerals Company
TEGNA Foundation

$1,000-4,999
American Fundraising Foundation
Athwin Foundation
Bailey Nurseries Foundation
Barr Engineering
Bituminous Roadways
CenterPoint Energy

$1,000-4,999 (continued)
Fox Rothschild LLP
Friends of Wolsfeld Woods
LeJeune Steel Company
Minnesota Public Radio
Piper Jaffray
Summit Brewing Company
The Longview Foundation
Thomson Reuters
US Bank

$500-999
Best Buy
Ciranda
Geronimo Energy
Gustavus Adolphus College
Jean and Craig Jentz Foundation
Paul and Patricia Curran Foundation
WirthCo Engineering

Thank you to our volunteers, donors, and community partners.
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2019 Financials

Public Support
Government grants and contracts
Program service fees
Special events* 
Other income and in-kind 
Total

483,479
2,302,235

227,337
74,689*

394
3,088,134

Revenue

Program Services: 89%

General:  6%

Fundraising: 5%

Expenses

Program Services

Management & General

Fundraising

2,872,741

148,073

171,765

Total 3,192,579

Total Assets
Total Liabilities
Total Net Assets

1,139,213
349,591
789,622

Assets & Liabilities

* Net total
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$1,000+
Darrin and Amy Ahrens
Gordie and Jo Bailey
Dick and Joyce Barnes
John and Metta Belisle
Heidi and Matt Benedict
Brenda and Jeff Boehler
Mary Brown and Don Himsl
Kathy and James Catalano
Phil and Marie Cattanach
Stewart Corn and Ellen Ferrari
Joan Duddingston
Bryan and Jo-Anne Ebensteiner
Jim and Susan Edberg
Frank and Lisa Elsenbast
Mary and Richard Fowler
Beth and Chris Gliedman
Roger and Nancy Green
Kirsten Gulbro
John and Michelle Hickey
Barry and Ann Hofer
Kris and Shane Huether
Bobby and Phyllis Jensen
Alan Johnston
Deborah Karasov
Steven King
Julie and Marcus Maday
Tom and Lezlie Marek
Theodore and Laura Merriam
Dennis Murnyak and Kari Hartwig
Patti and Dan O’Leary
Dr. Ed and Jenni Ryan
Jason Ryan
Chris and Annette Scotti
Shane Shipman
Chris and Coreen Smith
Molly and Brian Snyder
Jennifer and Zach Stabenow
Nicole and Curt Strait
Tom Tessman and Dianne Blake Tessman
Reed Watson and Gloria Gallo
Erin Anderson Wenz and Greg Wenz
Jonathan and Sarah Wilmshurst
Mary Zarling

$500-999
Todd and Cindy Awes
Tom and Karen Bach
Charlie and Lee Bass
James and Sharon Bertrand
Charlene Briner
Lydia Crawford and Phil Davies
Eric Curran-Bakken
Maggie and Matt Dalton
Craig Dienger
Tim Faricy
Sarah Farley and Betty Tisel
Frank Forsberg
Gary Gardner and Helen Kivnick
Geoff Gothro
Mary and Bill Henry
Patsy and Bob Huberty
Kevin Johnson and Alisa Eland
Kimberly Johnston
Art Kaemmer
Kjersten Krantz-Odendahl
Bob LaBombard and Kathleen Cooney
Rebecca Lawrence and Richard Thompson
Jeffrey and Judy Mader
Brian and Beth McCartan
Kathy McCuskey
Tim McGraw

Caitlin and Philip Hughes-Parry
Kari Melhus
Jenny Mockenhaupt
Charles Montreuil
Michael Naughtin
Mark Watson and Shirley Ochi-Watson
Jackie and Paul Ottoson
Cam Potts
Kelly Schuller
Catherine and Paul Stemper
Nicole Stone
Greg Svendsen
Eldon Tessman and Addie Finch Tessman
Erik and Jill Ullanderson
Steve Yehle

$100-499
Joan Ahrens
Marc Al
Tom and Meredith Anderson
Dan Anderson
Cindy Angerhofer
Chris Arend
McCall Ashton
Emily Atmore
Keela Bakken
Paul Bard
Don Beck
Kelly Bellini
Laura Betker
Steve Beuning
Lori Biederman and Dave Peterson
Robert Bieraugel
Paula and Jim Borer
George Boyadjis
David Boyce
Thomas Braun and Alecia Gooch
David and Connie Brockway
Ellen and Peter Brown
Adam Buhr
John and Gail Carey
Jane Carlstrom
Matt Carter
Carrie Casmey
Jessica Ceithaml
Todd Rhoades and Terri Cermak
Diane and Mike Chappuis
Elaine Christiansen
Jeanne Christopher
Natalee Chromy
Molly and Paul Codding
Don and Yvonne Combs
Steve Craver
Jodie Crist
Adrian Cumming
Stan Danielson
Maurine Davidson
Andrew and Sarah Davis
Ned and Sherry Ann Dayton
Lorin Debonte
Delaney Family
David DeMoss
Kirsten Dougherty
Dave Durenberger
Bob Elliott
Earl Ellis
Marcia and Berkan Endres
Ruth Erkkila
Tom and Deb Fee
Darlene Fenner
Elissa Finkelstein
Ed Freeman

Doug and Julie Fulton
Quinn Gaalswyk
Jorge Garcia
Steven and Rachelle Gillette
Tom Glines
Denae and John Grant
Greg and Maureen Grazzini
Bonnie Grzeskowiak and Terry Wade
Melissa Guiney
Amy Hackman
Diane Haider
Todd Hartman
Joseph Harvey
Mary Heer-Forsberg
Eric and JoAnna Hesse
Dennis Himan and Janet Masterson-Himan
Lisa Hondros
Alexander Hong
Terry and Mark Hougen
Maxine and Kieran Hughes
Ruby Hunt
Elizabeth and Alan Jackson
Angela Jenks
Carol Jernberg
Jeremy Kalin
Kristi and Michael Kampmeyer
Phyllis Karasov and Alan Olstein
Christine Koellner
Jill and Chuck Koosmann
Linda and Michael Kriel
Patrick Kubiak and Bob Safford
John Kundtz
Brian and Pamela Larson
Matt Lasley
Cheryl Leamon
Katie and Dave Leslie
Susan and Thad Lightfoot
Valva and Giles Lommel
Annemarie Bossert and Thomas Lovett
Peggy Lynch
Doug Macgibbon
Alesha Machula
Elizabeth Mairs
David Marks
Bradley McEnroe
Sarah and Mark McGuire
Bryan Hassing and Gen McJilton
Judson McNeil
Dan Millea
David and Kathleen Mittman
Amy and Mark Moeller
Chuck and Barb Nelson
Eric Nelson
Bruce and Ann Nerland
Huong Nguyen
Rolf Nordstrom
Laura Norris
Dan O’Connor
Brian and Charlotte Ogdahl
Stan Oleson and Kate Morton-Peters
David and Suanne Orenstein
Ryan Ostendorf
Keith Parker
Tom Paulson
Craig Pederson
Steven Pieper
Raj and Marie Pillai
Kristin and Jason Plugge
Jason Purtle
Bill Ramsden and Doreen Lynch
Kristy and Dayton Reardan
Susan Renaud
Kate Richardson

2019 Individual Donors

Fundraising: 5%



05

greatrivergreening.org

2019 Annual Report

$100-499
Jodi Ritacca Carlini and Greg Carlini
Deb Robertson
Juliann Robey
Jean Roskam
Kristin Rourke
Chris and Stan Rud
Patrick Scallen
Joe Schaffer
Steve and Mary Schnell
Elizabeth and Bob Schug
Jon Schuweiler
Kimberly Scott
John Sherrell
Justin Singleton
Pamela Skinner
Curt Sparks
Glenn Stolar
Deborah Stumbras and Jon Loon
Scott Swanson
Theresa Taniguchi
Pete Thelen and Lynne Gibeau
Jon and Lea Theobald
Claire Thurbrush
Dave and JoEllen Uhl
Charles Vaneck
Robert and Nancy Viking
Jonathan Watson
Jeffrey and Gail Watson
Charles and Priscilla Weigel
Stacey Wempen
Joyce Wenz
Patricia Werneiwski
Mike and Sue West
Jean West
Dawn and John Willar
Lance Wilson
Chris Wimberger
Sara Wolff
Megan Wolle
Maggie Zimmerman
Tara Zych
Jim and Deb Zyduck

Thank You

We’d like to thank the additional 150 donors 
and 2,000+ volunteers for making our work 
possible. 

We also thank the more than 40 project 
partners and landowners in 2019 with whom
we collaborated on restoration and 
enhancement projects, as well as the 
Minnesota Environmental Trust Fund and 
the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Fund.

2019 Individual Donors

We do our best to keep reporting as accurate as possible and apologize for any errors. Please contact Kirsten Gulbro at kgulbro@greatriver-
greening.org with any concerns.


